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Patricia has significant experience in influencing policy both in Africa and at a broader level. Until recently, 
she was with Novartis SA where she continued to develop, shape and implement Public Affairs strategy 
for in the pharmaceutical industry particularly in Africa.  She successfully created platforms for shaping 
healthcare and securing a favorable market environment for the Industry with key markets and 
Governments in Africa including Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, Cote d’Ivoire, Angola, South Africa and 
Zambia.  Patricia also proactively engages and sets the healthcare financing agenda for Africa with several 
multilateral institutions including the African Union, the United Nations, the World Bank, the World 
Economic Forum, World Health Organization, World Trade Organization, World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations 
(IFPMA). 

As an internationally experienced policy advisor, Patricia brings over 14 years’ experience in Global Policy 
and Advocacy, with strength in Public Health and Government Relations in Emerging Markets.  She has a 
broad range of experience in International Trade Policy particularly, Intellectual Property, Access to 
Medicines, the WHO, WTO-TRIPS debates, Oncology and HIV.  She has consistently worked to develop 
partnerships and build relationships across the public, private and NGO sectors in the international public 
health field. 

Patricia’s career began in Harlem, New York, at the Foreign Policy Desk of the Office of Former President 
William Jefferson Clinton on Access to Medicines and the HIV Policy Debate in Rwanda. This led her to the 
World Trade Organization’s Legal Division where she co-authored training programs for several countries 
in the African Caribbean and Latin America’s trading bloc.  Thereafter, she joined the Commonwealth 
Secretariat in London as an Economic Affairs Policy Advisor.  During her time in London she facilitated 
numerous workshops and organized international conferences in the United States, across Europe and 
Africa for key Government Officials, the Private Sector, top academics, professionals and relevant 
stakeholders in the areas of International Trade and Investment. 
 
Patricia later joined the United States Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Centre (GIPC) 
based in Washington DC, and has worked on various panels and development programs in Geneva to 
address key issues such as financing of healthcare in Africa and the impact of substandard medicines 
within the broader IP and innovation space.  She has also led a communications campaign in Geneva 
working closely with both the local and international press core to explain the fundamental role of 
innovation in medical research/science, climate change and in developing new breakthrough solutions to 
global challenges with a special focus on Least Developed Countries. 

 


